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Family Game Night: Financial Capability 
 

 Daily routines change with the seasons for Wisconsin parents who are shepherding children 
back to school or adjusting to new job schedules, carpools, or after-school and weekend activities. To 
ensure that kids’ financial learning keeps up with the rest of their education, parents may want to 
introduce their children to the wealth of financial capability games available.  

For instance, a UW-Extension publication describes several popular options, including 
Financial Football (www.practicalmoneyskills.com/games/trainingcamp/), produced by Visa and the 
National Football League. Teams compete by answering questions to earn yards and score 
touchdowns. This game is one of several offered at www.practicalmoneyskills.com/games  and 
designed for various ages, as well as both individual and group play. Financial soccer offers a version 
that can be used by audiences around the globe. A few of these games, like Countdown to 
Retirement, even focus on adult financial education. 

Several federal agencies showcase educational games on their websites, for example, the 
U.S. Mint has its kids page (www.usmint.gov/kids/) with more than 30 puzzles, quizzes, and games, 
some for group play. They just might spark a lifelong interest in U.S. history, coin collecting, or even 
geography though such games as The Lewis and Clark Adventure and the Quarter Explorer. 

Visit www.federalreserveeducation.org to find more than a dozen games and simulations 
designed for high school students, with many also applicable to adults. These cover Federal Reserve 
history and structure, in addition to economic and monetary policy. The games include word search 
puzzles, matching games, flash cards, trivia questions, and more. There’s also a video on the 
structure of the central bank’s structure and an “extra credit” game, Take Me Out to the Ball Game 
discussion that teaches economic concepts. 

Supported in parts by grants from the U.S. Department of Education, Maryland Public 
Television offers Sense and Dollars (http://senseanddollars.thinkport.org/), an interactive journey that 
helps high school students think about their relationship with money, the ways in which they might 
earn it, and how they plan to spend it.  

On its website, the Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions provides a list 
(www.finlitwi.org/students_games/index.html) of links to a wide variety of interactive games. DFI also 
offers an online Kids Page (www.wdfi.org/ymm/kids/) where they can learn by reading brief, illustrated 
chapters about the history of money, savings accounts, financial institutions, and more. Each section 
ends with a quiz, so they can test their new knowledge. 
 This proliferation of interactive educational games offers options for people of all ages and 
interests. Parents can explore the links in advance and then suggest a few sites to their kids. They 
may even want to play right along with them. There is always something new to learn about getting 
and spending, saving and planning for life success. After all, financial planning is not just about 
dollars; it’s about creating a rewarding life. 
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